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First Nations student deaths inquest: family member speaks out
'They look to us aboriginal people as just like drunks,' Kyle Morrisseau's brother says

CBC News Posted: Oct 08, 2015 7:00 AM ET Last Updated: Oct 08, 2015 7:00 AM ET

The brother of one of the First Nations students whose deaths are the subject of an inquest in Thunder
Bay, Ont., says he's disappointed with the focus of the proceedings so far.

Josh Kakegamic's brother Kyle Morrisseau is one of seven students whose deaths are the subject of the
inquest that started Oct. 5. The family is from Keewaywin First Nation, about 600 kilometres northwest of
Thunder Bay.

The inquest is looking into the circumstances surrounding the deaths of the young people, aged 15
through 21, who travelled from their remote First Nations to attend high school in Thunder Bay. All seven
died between 2000 and 2011.

First Nations student deaths inquest in Thunder Bay hears arguments about alcohol
First Nations student deaths inquest in Thunder Bay off to rocky start
First Nations student deaths inquest: 7 youths died in 10 years

"I'm hoping for more details actually," Josh Kakegamic said halfway through the first week of what is
expected to be six months of proceedings. "I just feel there could have been more time and dedication
taken to the matter."

The first day of testimony was taken up with autopsy results and the toxicology reports on the students
who died. Morrisseau was among five students whose deaths the experts attributed, at least in part, to
intoxication.

Kakegamic said that focus ignores the fact that his brother came to the city for an education and a
brighter future, but ended up dead.

"I kind of look at it as they look to us aboriginal people as just like drunks, just to get a drink, but they
don't know our backgrounds," he said.

Morrisseau was "an easy going guy" talented at hunting, trapping and painting," his brother said.

"He's always with me in my heart all the time," Kakegamic said. "Like I always think about him everyday
when I wake up, especially coming out here for this inquest."

There's another brother Kakegamic is also thinking about. 

"My younger brother is in grade 8 right now, knowing that next year he wants to come out here...to
attend high school," Kakegamic said. "I don't feel too comfortable being okay with that but I think his
education is more important because I want him to have a future and to experience being out here in the
city as well."

Explore CBC

http://www.cbc.ca/news/cbc-news-online-news-staff-list-1.1294364
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/first-nations-student-deaths-inquest-in-thunder-bay-hears-arguments-about-alcohol-1.3259607
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/first-nations-student-deaths-inquest-in-thunder-bay-off-to-rocky-start-1.3257504
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/first-nations-inquest-student-deaths-1.3255052


10/8/2015 First Nations student deaths inquest: family member speaks out  Thunder Bay  CBC News

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunderbay/firstnationsstudentdeathsinquestfamilymemberspeaksout1.3261557 2/3

CBC Radio-Canada ©2015 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved Visitez Radio-Canada.ca

CBC Home

TV

Radio

News

Sports

Music

Arts

Kids

Local

Documentaries

Comedy

Books

Parents

Aboriginal

Weather

CBC Connects

Digital Archives

Games

Contests

Site Map

Stay Connected

Mobile

RSS

Podcasts

Newsletters & Alerts

Services and Information

Corporate Info

Public Appearances

Commercial Services

Reuse & Permission

Terms of Use

Privacy Policy

CBC Shop

Help

Contact Us

Jobs

Doing Business with Us

Renting Facilities

http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/television/
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/
http://www.cbc.ca/news
http://www.cbc.ca/sports
http://music.cbc.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/arts/
http://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada#region-nav
http://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/
http://www.cbc.ca/punchline/
http://www.cbc.ca/books/
http://www.cbc.ca/parents/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal
http://www.cbc.ca/weather/
http://www.cbc.ca/connects/
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/
http://www.cbc.ca/games/
http://www.cbc.ca/contests/
http://www.cbc.ca/sitemap/
http://www.cbc.ca/mobile/services/
http://www.cbc.ca/rss/
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/
http://subscriptions.cbc.ca/listmanagement
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en
http://www.cbc.ca/appearances/
http://www.cbc.ca/sitemap/
http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/
http://www.cbc.ca/aboutcbc/discover/termsofuse.html
http://www.cbc.ca/aboutcbc/discover/privacy.html
http://www.cbcshop.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/connects/help/
http://www.cbc.ca/connects/help/?goto=.contact-box
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/explore/jobs/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/explore/doing-business-with-us/
http://www.cbc.ca/productionfacilities/


10/8/2015 First Nations student deaths inquest: family member speaks out  Thunder Bay  CBC News

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunderbay/firstnationsstudentdeathsinquestfamilymemberspeaksout1.3261557 3/3

 


