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i About 100 kids from remote, northern Ontario reserves attend Dennis Franklin Cromarty High
School in Thunder Bay.
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road without clean-up

Jonathan Kakegamic, the principal of Dennis Franklin Cromarty High School, goes to
sleep every night fearful that his phone will go off and he’ll be told one of his students is
missing.

It happened just last weekend, Kakegamic told a coroner’s inquest looking into the
deaths of seven First Nations students who left their remote northern communities to
attend school in Thunder Bay.

Harper's nigab
comments spark
reactions from other
parties Six of those students — Paul Panacheese, 21, Kyle Morrisseau, 17, Robyn Harper, 18,

Curran Strang, 18, Reggie Bushie, 15, and Jethro Anderson, 15 — were students at
Kakegamic’s school. The seventh, Jordan Wabasse, 15, attended the Matawa Learning
Centre. The students died between 2000 and 2011.

The majority of the 140 students attending Dennis Franklin come from First Nations
Kitchener man reserves in the Sioux Lookout district of Ontario. They travel alone, hundreds of

mortally wounded by kilometres from their parents, to obtain a high school education because their
arrow on morning

walk communities don’t have adequate secondary schools.

The inquest, presided over by Dr. David Eden, heard there are only five high schools
(most go only to Grade 10) serving 23 First Nations communities in northwestern
Ontario — an area about one-quarter the size of the province.

The students who want an education beyond Grade 10 have no choice but to leave home.
Many of the students who attend Dennis Franklin Cromarty board with Thunder Bay

http://www thestar.com/news/canada/2015/10/07/thunder-bay-high-school-is-home-away-from-home-for-first-nations- students-inquest-told.html 13


http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.thestar.com/news.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/investigations.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports.html
http://www.thestar.com/business.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment.html
http://www.thestar.com/life.html
http://www.thestar.com/autos.html
http://www.thestar.com/photos.html
http://www.thestar.com/diversions.html
http://www.thestar.com/classifieds
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestar/
http://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2015/10/07/ontario-vw-owners-could-be-forced-off-road-without-clean-up.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/2015/10/07/harper-s-niqab-comments-spark-reactions-from-other-parties.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2015/10/07/waterloo-police-baffled-by-man-shot-and-killed-with-arrow.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2F2015%2F10%2F07%2Fthunder-bay-high-school-is-home-away-from-home-for-first-nations-students-inquest-told.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Thunder%20Bay%20high%20school%20is%20home%20away%20from%20home%20for%20First%20Nations%20students%2C%20inquest%20told&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fon.thestar.com%2F1OZ3NIS&via=torontostar
https://twitter.com/search?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2F2015%2F10%2F07%2Fthunder-bay-high-school-is-home-away-from-home-for-first-nations-students-inquest-told.html
http://www.reddit.com/submit
http://www.thestar.com/news.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada.html
http://www.thestar.com/authors.talaga_tanya.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BBHD8wW0WVrnRN8OMpgPbzqSIC8zKnaAHAAAAEAEgtOy_HzgAWMSyk8DkAWD9oJmB6AOyAQ93d3cudGhlc3Rhci5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAYkBaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVzdGFyLmNvbS9uZXdzL2NhbmFkYS8yMDE1LzEwLzA3L3RodW5kZXItYmF5LWhpZ2gtc2Nob29sLWlzLWhvbWUtYXdheS1mcm9tLWhvbWUtZm9yLWZpcnN0LW5hdGlvbnMtc3R1ZGVudHMtaW5xdWVzdC10b2xkLmh0bWypAh75VjZivKk-wAIC4AIA6gIhLzU4NTgwNjIwL3RoZXN0YXIuY29tL25ld3MvY2FuYWRh-AKE0h6QA-ADmAPgA6gDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GgSQKTjDVCgrLZLhXscH4CE&sig=AOD64_2vi-UVdIot0uEno_0ZQMXIiNqf8g&client=ca-pub-3352291195100722&adurl=http://www.mcdonalds.ca/ca/en/restaurant_locator.html
http://www.thestar.com/cities/toronto/weather
http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2015/10/07/ontario-vw-owners-could-be-forced-off-road-without-clean-up.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/2015/10/07/harper-s-niqab-comments-spark-reactions-from-other-parties.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2015/10/07/waterloo-police-baffled-by-man-shot-and-killed-with-arrow.html
http://www.thestar.com/videos.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2015/10/07/shoppers-drug-mart-ordered-to-pay-8000-in-racial-profiling-case.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/bluejays/2015/10/07/texas-rangers-arrive-in-toronto-with-chip-on-their-shoulder.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/bluejays/2015/10/07/texas-rangers-arrive-in-toronto-with-chip-on-their-shoulder.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/federal-election/2015/10/08/liberals-move-back-into-lead-new-forum-poll-finds.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/federal-election/2015/10/08/liberals-move-back-into-lead-new-forum-poll-finds.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/soccer/2015/10/08/fifa-suspends-sepp-blatter-and-michel-platini-for-90-days.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/soccer/2015/10/08/fifa-suspends-sepp-blatter-and-michel-platini-for-90-days.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/federal-election/2015/10/07/harper-pitting-country-against-muslims-some-niqab-wearers-say.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/leafs/2015/10/07/in-baseball-terms-leafs-open-with-quality-start-despite-loss-feschuk.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/leafs/2015/10/07/in-baseball-terms-leafs-open-with-quality-start-despite-loss-feschuk.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2015/10/08/canada-edged-out-of-top-10-in-quality-of-death-report.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2015/10/08/daily-grind-of-war-too-much-for-quebecer-in-syria.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music/newsroom-concert-series/2015/09/30/the-harpoonist-and-the-axe-murderer-perform-cry-a-little-.html
http://www.toronto.com/restaurants/articles/best-pumpkin-pie-in-toronto/
http://www.thestar.com/life/2015/10/05/a-sneaky-yoga-move-to-prevent-rotator-cuff-injury.html
http://www.thestar.com/partner_content/discoverscotland/2015/08/04/tracing-your-scottish-roots.html
http://www.thestar.com/autos/2015/10/02/onboard-tech-getting-smarter-and-easier-to-use.html
http://www.thestar.com/videos.html
https://my.thestar.com/users/sign_in

10/8/2015

Thunder Bay high school is home away from home for First Nations students, inquest told | Toronto Star

families. The inquest also heard there is a lack of funding to support these students

away from home.

Each student at the high school is part of a community and their safety and care is
entrusted to the school, Kakegamic said. Many of the teens have never been to a large
city before and they are not used to living on their own.

Last weekend, the high school’s 24-hour team who checks to make sure every student is
home at curfew, alerted Kakegamic at 2 a.m. that two students were missing.

When he saw the text, Kakegamic told the inquest that he and 10 members of the school
community set out to do a search.

“The female showed up but not the male. It was his first time here,” said Kakegamic,
who was moved to tears recalling how stressful that night was. He called the teen’s mom
to ask her if she knew if her son knew anyone in Thunder Bay.

“We were out there until 4:30 a.m. You do what you can because the parents trust you,”
he said, adding the situation ended well as the boy eventually turned up.

That is what life is like at Dennis Franklin Cromarty, said Kakegamic. Everyone on staff
— from the teachers to the receptionist to the custodial staff — pitches in to help. The
kids are also fed three meals a day at the school. There is a quiet room where students
can visit a community elder, grab some bannock and some tea. There is also a program
on the premises that helps teens deal with prescription drug addiction issues.

“We are well above what a school can offer. There is a difference when you look after
your own. As a principle, my job isn’t 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. I'm on the clock until the kids (are)
home. I can say that for all of my teachers. . .. These students don’t go home to mom
and dad,” he the inquest.

Dennis Franklin Cromarty is inspected yearly by the education ministry and just last
school year, nearly 20 kids graduated. That number is growing every year.

“My door is always open,” he said.

The inquest is scheduled to continue until March, 2016 and hear from 200 witnesses.
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