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News / Canada

Atheist United Church minister challenges
review that could lead to firing
While Rev. Gretta Vosper's superiors question whether she is fit to do her job, she says
dismissal talks put colleagues at risk of being judged for their beliefs.

COLIN PERKEL / THE CANADIAN PRESS

Rev. Gretta Vosper, a committed atheist who does not believe in the Bible, is fighting a process
that could see her defrocked for her views.

By: Colin Perkel The Canadian Press, Published on Wed Aug 05 2015

An ordained United Church of Canada minister who believes in neither God nor the
Bible said Wednesday she is prepared to fight an unprecedented attempt to boot her
from the pulpit for her beliefs.

In an interview at her West Hill church, Rev. Gretta Vosper said congregants support
her view that how you live is more important than what you believe in.

“I don’t believe in . . . the god called God,” Vosper said. “Using the word gets in the way
of sharing what I want to share.”

Vosper, 57, who was ordained in 1993 and joined her eastend church in 1997, said the
idea of an interventionist, supernatural being on which so much church doctrine is
based belongs to an outdated world view.

What’s important, she says, is that her views hearken to Christianity’s beginnings,
before the focus shifted from how one lived to doctrinal belief in God, Jesus and the
Bible.

“Is the Bible really the word of God? Was Jesus a person?” she said.

“It’s mythology. We build a faith tradition upon it which shifted to find belief more
important than how we lived.”

 

 9   Toronto (/cities/toronto/weather)°
CANADA

VIEW 2 PHOTOS

Latest National Videos

Top News

NEW Kevin Mohamed’s trip to Turkey was an
innocent family holiday, mom says

Trudeau's 'sunny ways' politely received by U.S.
Chamber of Commerce

Boys get 'extreme sports,' girls offered
manicures at Richmond Hill day camp

Updated Vice reporter must give RCMP texts
from suspected terrorist: judge

Jeff Melanson leaves TSO top job amid messy
marriage breakup

Ontario extends paramedic housecall program
for seniors

Swiss Chalet owner Cara buying StHubert for
$537M

LIVE: Tim Bosma murder trial continues

Jean Lapierre was 'loved by all,' Justin Trudeau says

‹ ›
••••••••••

Watch more

Sign In (https://my.thestar.com/users/sign_in) Search thestar.com

http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.thestar.com/news.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/investigations.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports.html
http://www.thestar.com/business.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment.html
http://www.thestar.com/life.html
http://www.thestar.com/autos.html
http://www.thestar.com/photos.html
http://www.thestar.com/diversions.html
http://www.thestar.com/classifieds
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestar/
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage/2016/03/30/jeff-melanson-leaves-top-job-at-toronto-symphony.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/03/31/do-not-be-dissuaded-by-my-experience-ghomeshi-lawyer-marie-henein-tells-young-female-peers.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/03/30/mississaugas-muzzo-park-gets-a-tweak-to-its-name.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2F2015%2F08%2F05%2Fatheist-united-church-minister-challenges-review-that-could-lead-to-firing.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Atheist%20United%20Church%20minister%20challenges%20review%20that%20could%20lead%20to%20firing&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fon.thestar.com%2F1IO0OPY&via=torontostar
http://www.reddit.com/submit
http://www.thestar.com/news.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada.html
http://www.united-church.ca/
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2015/03/16/atheist-minister-praises-the-glory-of-good-at-scarborough-church.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/2009/02/09/whats_god_got_to_do_with_it.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNMuM81X9Vu3NFoPlpAO4u6PQAaTqlKFE-7CAnOMCl96ivcABEAEgx-v2HmD9oJmB6APIAQKpAmr96ITm8qk-4AIAqAMByAOZBKoE9AFP0B-nqDl2Kna0fv2xgBWIDePAc5uQ0dpvfadTRA4JdsJY8x8Cj1dtp5oBvzjLOvrsRv-2yshMbSfTRlgozo63RLvVf_nWhxZh8mrVjl8TnKUVrE9gmBPrN8TQG1QWPnGVUOE8W9TisL1K9yMi8B0JcsQ9_mRMklzsrsvt5BNhCTSrMtDNt8dwnvDzwB16BEeTDDDKo9OR1av6wtMhqIK_erOdax592CBED9nUNf9MWMwEm2KltnmvQ72BtQe7dsC_E9d6HI8sjOlh_9UnuX_Vpc4k8v97T0IrP2-CKnGRssaZ_CDbGrzTi3fwwtd_aiITFlNv4AQBoAYCgAfLiYYkqAemvhvYBwE&num=1&sig=AOD64_3GbEYTeG8SSOsISCOg8F9lmuCO2A&client=ca-pub-8188431425509997&adurl=http://www.renodepot.com/en/aurora-anniversary
https://beta.thestar.com/
javascript:AdClicked(clickLineVarName3376793747);
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BSOwW8lX9VtDyF9DWpgOWxLOAA_Sn3bUJAAAAEAEgtOy_HzgAWPz6ybnTAmD9oJmB6AOyAQ93d3cudGhlc3Rhci5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAX1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoZXN0YXIuY29tL25ld3MvY2FuYWRhLzIwMTUvMDgvMDUvYXRoZWlzdC11bml0ZWQtY2h1cmNoLW1pbmlzdGVyLWNoYWxsZW5nZXMtcmV2aWV3LXRoYXQtY291bGQtbGVhZC10by1maXJpbmcuaHRtbKkCav3ohObyqT7AAgLgAgDqAiEvNTg1ODA2MjAvdGhlc3Rhci5jb20vbmV3cy9jYW5hZGH4AoLSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAHSBQUQtNGbLpAGAaAGFNgHAeAHDw&num=0&cid=5GigsoWYWzH2ghFW2fOmBTie&sig=AOD64_0V8hu_Y4SIvS5HyitPh2V6oJaYAA&client=ca-pub-3352291195100722&adurl=http://bit.ly/1IeJCmf
http://www.thestar.com/cities/toronto/weather
http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage/2016/03/30/jeff-melanson-leaves-top-job-at-toronto-symphony.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/03/31/do-not-be-dissuaded-by-my-experience-ghomeshi-lawyer-marie-henein-tells-young-female-peers.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/03/30/mississaugas-muzzo-park-gets-a-tweak-to-its-name.html
http://www.thestar.com/videos.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/03/31/kevin-mohameds-trip-to-turkey-was-an-innocent-family-trip-his-mother-says.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2016/03/31/trudeaus-washington-nuclear-safety-visit-starts-with-pep-talk-to-us-chamber-of-commerce.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/03/31/richmond-hill-draws-criticism-for-gender-specific-day-camps.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2016/03/31/vice-media-must-hand-over-data-on-terrorist-suspect-to-rcmp-ontario-court-rules.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage/2016/03/30/jeff-melanson-leaves-top-job-at-toronto-symphony.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/03/31/ontario-extends-paramedic-house-call-program-for-seniors.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/2016/03/31/swiss-chalet-owner-cara-buying-st-hubert-for-537m.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2016/03/31/tim-bosma-murder-trial-continues.html
http://www.thestar.com/videos.html
https://my.thestar.com/users/sign_in


3/31/2016 Atheist United Church minister challenges review that could lead to firing | Toronto Star

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2015/08/05/atheistunitedchurchministerchallengesreviewthatcouldleadtofiring.html 2/3

Zootopia hops with life:
review

Restyle your home on a
budget

Vosper made her views clear as far back as a Sunday sermon in 2001, but her
congregation stood behind her until a decision to do away with the Lord’s Prayer in
2008 prompted about 100 of the 150 members to leave. The rest backed her.

Things came to a head this year after she wrote an open letter to the church’s spiritual
leader pointing out that belief in God can motivate bad things — a reference to the
Charlie Hebdo massacre in Paris.

“That didn’t go over well,” Vosper said. “(But) if we are going to continue to use
language that suggests we get our moral authority from a supernatural source, any
group that says that can trump any humanistic endeavour.”

Rev. David Allen, executive secretary of the Toronto Conference, said he took various
concerns about Vosper to the church’s executive, which decided it wanted to investigate
her fitness to be a minister.

First, however, they needed to know the process.

“We’d never done it before,” Allen said.

In response, Nora Sanders, general secretary of the church’s General Council, issued a
ruling in May laying out a review process that could ultimately lead to Vosper’s
defrocking.

Essentially, Sanders said, the review should determine whether she was being faithful to
her ordination vows, which included affirming a belief in “God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.”

Vosper is appealing Sanders’ ruling, saying it puts any minister at risk of being judged
and found wanting. An ecclesiastical court is set to hear her appeal in the fall.

Allen concedes the issue has the potential to cause disunity in the United Church, which
prides itself on tolerance for diversity and inclusiveness.

“What we don’t want is to limit the scope of beliefs within the church and yet what was
being questioned here was: Has she gone too far?” Allen said.

“The vision of the United Church of Canada is: There is a God in whom we believe and
our statements of faith are very clear about that.”

Randy Bowes, board chairman at West Hill who led the search committee that hired
Vosper, said he’s had no complaints from congregants.

People want to engage in critical thinking as they explore new ways of expressing their
faith and values, Bowes said, and that conversation is “alive and rich” within the
community.

In the interim, Vosper said she and those who support her will continue to hold true to
her humanistic views.

“If the cost of that is that we are no longer welcome within that denomination,” she said,
“it will be because that denomination has defined us out of it, not because we have
defined ourselves out of it.”
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