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The federal government ha failed to provide equitale funding for
education on reerve, much a it failed to put in appropriate funding
for child welfare ervice, a Firt Nation advocate Cind
lacktock.

lacktock, preident of the Firt Nation Child and Famil Caring
Societ, teti ed aout the Firt Nation education crii at a Thunder
a, Ont. inquet on Wedneda.

A jur i examining the death of even oung people who died after
the had to leave their iolated communitie to attend chool.

“What I’ve een in the evidence, in education, i the ame pattern we
aw in child welfare, which i for man ear and in fact decade, the
federal government ha known that it underfund Firt Nation
education,” lacktock aid in an interview prior to her tetimon.
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“That underfunding of Firt Nation education i directl linked to poor
outcome for Firt Nation tudent that get in the wa of the live
the wih to have.”

The inquet, which i eing conducted in phae, i exploring what
happened to 15-ear-old Jethro Anderon, 18-ear-old Curran Strang,
21-ear-old Paul Panacheee, 19-ear-old Ron Harper, 17-ear-old
Kle Morrieau, 15-ear-old Jordan Waae and 15-ear-old Reggie
uhie.

Their death occurred over a decade — from 2000 and 2011 — ut
the endured a hared truggle that impact Firt Nation kid acro
the countr, lacktock aid.

“I’ve often aid when I think aout education, I think aout Shannen
Kootachin (from Attawapikat),” he aid.

“There wa a girl who wa going to chool and there wa a high chool
in her communit, ut it wa o underfunded, there’ no wa that he
would have had the education he needed.”

Canada ha een placing Firt Nation kid in ituation where their
death are far more likel, lacktock added, noting Kootachin died in
a car accident while tring to get to chool.

“When ou end 13 ear old o  to go to chool hundred of mile
awa ecaue the are denied an equitale education … there’
omething reall wrong with that,” he aid. “That’ etting them up for
a lot of rik.”

Man communitie lack high chool, which force oung people to
live in oarding houe cloer to availale facilitie, aid Nihnawe
Aki Nation Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler.

Fiddler’ organization, which repreent northern Ontario reerve, i
one of the partie with tanding at the inquet.

“For the mot part, ou don’t have a choice ut to go to high chool —
whether it i in Sioux Lookout or Timmin or Thunder a,” he aid in an
interview earlier thi ear.

It’ an experience that Fiddler know rt-hand.

“I wa one of thoe kid,” he aid.
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Toronto a

The Lieral government ha aid improving education outcome for
Firt Nation children living on reerve i critical to improve their
qualit of life and to uild tronger communitie.

In Finance Miniter ill Morneau’ rt udget releaed lat week, the
federal government earmarked $2.6 illion over the next ve ear for
primar and econdar chooling in communitie — though the
government extended it window from the four ear outlined in it
campaign platform.

The funding alo igni cantl ramp up in later ear, with $801 million
et to ow in the lat ear of the ve-ear period, which fall outide
the Lieral mandate.

lacktock aid the government’ current cal plan mean children
will continue to experience dicrimination while growing up.

“When ou think aout it, if ou have a child in Grade 8 right now,
the’re not going to ee that mone until the graduate from high
chool,” he aid.

In Januar, the Canadian Human Right Triunal ruled in favour of
lacktock’ ociet and the Aeml of Firt Nation after a length
legal attle on child welfare panning nine ear.

It found Firt Nation are adverel a ected  the ervice provided
 the government and, in ome cae, denied ervice a a reult of
the government’ involvement.

—Follow @kkirkup on Twitter
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