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Child welfare
advocate Cind
lacktock tetiĂe
at inquet into even
death
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The federal government ha failed to provide equitale funding for
education on reerve, much a it failed to put in appropriate funding
for child welfare ervice, a Firt Nation advocate Cind
lacktock.

lacktock, preident of the Firt Nation Child and Famil Caring
Societ, tetiġed aout the Firt Nation education crii at a Thunder
a, Ont. inquet on Wedneda.

A jur i examining the death of even oung people who died after
the had to leave their iolated communitie to attend chool.

“What I’ve een in the evidence, in education, i the ame pattern we
aw in child welfare, which i for man ear and in fact decade, the
federal government ha known that it underfund Firt Nation
education,” lacktock aid in an interview prior to her tetimon.
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“That underfunding of Firt Nation education i directl linked to poor
outcome for Firt Nation tudent that get in the wa of the live
the wih to have.”

The inquet, which i eing conducted in phae, i exploring what
happened to 15-ear-old Jethro Anderon, 18-ear-old Curran Strang,
21-ear-old Paul Panacheee, 19-ear-old Ron Harper, 17-ear-old
Kle Morrieau, 15-ear-old Jordan Waae and 15-ear-old Reggie
uhie.

Their death occurred over a decade — from 2000 and 2011 — ut
the endured a hared truggle that impact Firt Nation kid acro
the countr, lacktock aid.

“I’ve often aid when I think aout education, I think aout Shannen
Kootachin (from Attawapikat),” he aid.

“There wa a girl who wa going to chool and there wa a high chool
in her communit, ut it wa o underfunded, there’ no wa that he
would have had the education he needed.”

Canada ha een placing Firt Nation kid in ituation where their
death are far more likel, lacktock added, noting Kootachin died in
a car accident while tring to get to chool.

“When ou end 13 ear old oĠ to go to chool hundred of mile
awa ecaue the are denied an equitale education … there’
omething reall wrong with that,” he aid. “That’ etting them up for
a lot of rik.”

Man communitie lack high chool, which force oung people to
live in oarding houe cloer to availale facilitie, aid Nihnawe
Aki Nation Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler.

Fiddler’ organization, which repreent northern Ontario reerve, i
one of the partie with tanding at the inquet.

“For the mot part, ou don’t have a choice ut to go to high chool —
whether it i in Sioux Lookout or Timmin or Thunder a,” he aid in an
interview earlier thi ear.

It’ an experience that Fiddler know ġrt-hand.

“I wa one of thoe kid,” he aid.
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Toronto a

The Lieral government ha aid improving education outcome for
Firt Nation children living on reerve i critical to improve their
qualit of life and to uild tronger communitie.

In Finance Miniter ill Morneau’ ġrt udget releaed lat week, the
federal government earmarked $2.6 illion over the next ġve ear for
primar and econdar chooling in communitie — though the
government extended it window from the four ear outlined in it
campaign platform.

The funding alo igniġcantl ramp up in later ear, with $801 million
et to Ģow in the lat ear of the ġve-ear period, which fall outide
the Lieral mandate.

lacktock aid the government’ current ġcal plan mean children
will continue to experience dicrimination while growing up.

“When ou think aout it, if ou have a child in Grade 8 right now,
the’re not going to ee that mone until the graduate from high
chool,” he aid.

In Januar, the Canadian Human Right Triunal ruled in favour of
lacktock’ ociet and the Aeml of Firt Nation after a length
legal attle on child welfare panning nine ear.

It found Firt Nation are adverel aĠected  the ervice provided
 the government and, in ome cae, denied ervice a a reult of
the government’ involvement.

—Follow @kkirkup on Twitter
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