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Who or What Is God?
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As you may have noticed from my recent "musings", I've been spending a lot of time with professed atheists lately. In particular, this week I
found myself engaged in a rich email dialogue with Gretta Vosper, pastor of West Hills United, a congregation of the United Church of
Canada. She describes herself as an atheist. Few openly atheist pastors of Christian churches are seen in the US, but there are many in
Canada, Britain, Australia, and New Zealand, including some who were part of this email exchange. The atheists on the email thread
challenged us post-supernaturalist theists to give up God because the term is too associated with "guy-in-the-sky" theology.

These encounters have inspired me to consider again what I mean when I use the word God, and why I still feel the urge to use it.

A few years ago, I wrote a poem to this end: "Musing on God" . It still speaks for me, but since writing it, and since these recent engaging
discussions with atheists, I find I have more to add.

Jokingly, I have referred to myself as an "agnatheist" - someone who is not sure of the existence of atheists. How can you unbelieve in
something that defies definition, I ask? When I talk about God, you are hearing poetry. And poetry is why I talk God-talk. Poetry evokes.
Like God, poetry does not define and decide and determine and direct. God is a fuzzy word. God is a fuzzy God, for that matter. I don't
know all that God is or all that the word God means: that's why I speak it and write it. The word God is not one to lose: it's one for the muse
to use.

Poetry depends on the spiritual, living power of words. You can't do poetry, you can't enjoy poetry if you treat words as blank, lifeless,
arbitrary mental place-holders for real, discrete things that exist in the world. If you think God is just a noise or an arbitrary set of marks on
a page that is supposed to refer to a Guy in the Sky, well - it's no wonder you might go down the atheist road, if there is one. You look in the
sky, there is no Guy, so you drop the word along with that to which it was supposed to refer.

But wait: the word God is potent and rich. It doesn't refer to something else. It is something else. It does something else.

The word God evokes highest aspirations. It suggests the whole, and what makes me whole. It delivers me into the rich darkness of mystery,
the allure of the unknown. It provokes possibility. It aims beyond what I can explain. The word God invites me beyond what I can imagine.

The word God hints at the personality of the universe. It touches me with all-surpassing Love. The word God invokes curiosity, creativity.

My uncertainty about what the word God means spins me into a healthy, humbling disequilibrium. It leaves me giddy.

In the Bible, the word God has no clear, unequivocal referent. Is God a nationalistic, jealous deity? The essence of existence? A Godhead or
council of supernatural beings? A giver of laws, a judge of deeds? A clumsy creator, an inept parent? A human named Jesus? Love itself?
A careful reading of the Bible ought to be enough to bash away any remaining certainty about the meaning of the word God.

The great mystics of the world's religions made a habit of chanting or mentally repeating the word "God" or its equivalents over and over
again as a form of prayerful contemplation. They understood that the word God doesn't refer to God: it is God. It's not a concept to be
believed. As was true for them, God is in us, and we are in God, simply by invoking the word.
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