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The proposed features of Ontario Premier Doug Ford’s customized van, including a 32-inch television, a mini fridge, a reclining leather sofa, and
black leather captain’s chairs, totaled to more than $50,000 of taxpayers’ dollars, according to a document filed in court.

The documents were filed in Ontario Divisional Court in the wake of Ontario Provincial Police deputy commissioner Brad Blair threatening to sue
Ford, accusing him of defamation.

A notice of intent to sue the premier was filed by Blair’s lawyer Julian Falconer last month.

ADVERTISEMENT

Blair claims the premier damaged his reputation by accusing him of breaking the Police Services Act when RELATED STORIES
the deputy commissioner spoke against the hiring of a Ford family friend for the service’s top job.

Interim OPP commissioner requests

Ron Taverner was named the new commissioner of the OPP back in November 2018. Blair, who was a review of Taverner's appointment to
candidate for the job, has publicly criticized the appointment of Taverner. top job

Judge denies expedited hearing on
A letter sent by Falconer to Ford on Jan. 23 said the premier’s remarks regarding his client are ombudsman investigation into
“detrimental.” Taverner's hiring

) o Toronto police Supt. Ron Taverner
He noted the statements Ford made “would lead the average person to believe that deputy commissioner 2med new OPP commissioner

Brad Blair has been found to have committed misconduct under the Police Services Act.”

“Specifically, it is alleged that you intentionally, deliberately and maliciously made statements you knew or  pyoTOS
ought to have known to be false,” Falconer wrote. “The preparation, distribution and publication of these
defamatory words have caused extensive harm to deputy commissioner Blair’s professional and personal
reputation.”

The notice of intent also follows Blair’s lawyers claiming the government neglected to reply to four letters
seeking clarification on whether or not Blair was in fact under a Police Services Act investigation. The four
letters were sent in December 2018.

In the letters, Falconer wrote that his client received “no notice that he is under investigation and/or that a  Ontario Premier Doug Ford speaks to

complaint has been filed for any alleged violations.” media at Queens Park, in Toronto on
Monday, Nov. 19, 2018. THE CANADIAN

. . . ) . PRESS/Chris Y
“It is surprising and troubling that you have not provided a timely response to, much less the courtesy of fis Young

even a simple acknowledgement of the various correspondences sent on behalf of the commissioner, now
deputy commissioner, of the OPP,” Falconer wrote in one of his follow up letters sent to the government.

“We hope and expect to receive responses from you promptly.”
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Blair was sent a letter from the Deputy Minister of Community Safety Mario Di Tommaso on Dec. 28, 2018
pertaining to the matter.

The letter reminded Blair that public servants take an oath of office to maintain confidentiality regarding
information that has come to their knowledge by reason of their being a public servant and that a police
officer is prohibited to speak with the media, without proper authority, “in respect of any matter connected
with the police force of which the officer is a member.”

Interim OPP Commissioner Brad Blair is

Di Tommaso claimed in the letter that Blair’s lawyer provided information regarding the OPP to the media. see in a 2013 photo. (CNW
Group/Ontario Provincial Police)

Once the notice of intent to sue was filed, a document, which includes internal OPP emails, was handed

over to the court. The document contains new details on Blair’s allegations that Ford’s chief of staff asked

the OPP to purchase a “larger camper-type vehicle” and have it modified, with the costs “kept off the

books.”

The cost to taxpayers for the modifications was pegged at $50,696.21, including tax but not including the
cost of the van itself, the document indicates.

An outline of a proposed van for Premier

A statement regarding the van was issued by the premier’s office on Monday. Doug Ford sent to the Ontario Provincial
Police is seen from a court document.

“The emails sent to the OPP from a member of the premier’s office staff are not an official procurement of a
van, instead they are a cost-estimate and reveal an effort to minimize expense,” the statement read.

Also included in the documents are internal OPP emails from July 2018 that outline an interaction between the premier and a member of the
service.

In one email, an officer notes Ford “became very quiet, as if upset” after learning of the security team assigned to him during a trip.

“This morning when | arrived at the Ford residence to pick up the premier, he exited his residence with his bags and walked towards the waiting
DPIS vehicle,” the officer described in the email included in the court document. “It was obvious he was upset.”

The officer went on to detail the rest of the encounter but noted it was to “the best of (his) recollection.” He wrote that the premier used obscenities
at the time, saying “I'm getting f***** around by the OPP and I’'m getting more pissed off.”

“I'm going to Moncton with three officers | don’t know? This is too much. | haven’t asked for a lot. I've been supportive. | keep getting new people in
the truck. | just want my own protection team. It's not a lot to ask | don’t think.”

Ford'’s office said internal police reports are “by definition, in our opinion, highly confidential documents.”

“It is extremely troubling that Blair is apparently using his office to obtain confidential information and documentation and then filing such documents
in a public court record to further his own personal agenda in the court process he himself initiated.”

In a statement issued Monday, the Official Opposition slammed the Conservatives for the proposed van modifications.

“It is absolutely shameful that Doug Ford is telling Ontarians to tighten their belts and accept deep cuts to the services families depend on, while he
is spending their money on a swanky customized personal pleasure wagon,” NDP MPP Taras Natyshak said in the statement.

Blair’s case is expected to be heard in April.

Document filed in Ontario Divisional Court:

To print the document, click the "Original Document” link to open the
original PDF. At this time it is not possible to print the document with
annotations.

https://www.cp24.com/news/personalization-to-ford-s-van-would-cost-taxpayers-50k-document-suggests-1.4312001 2/5


https://www.cp24.com/polopoly_fs/1.4214847.1544631632!/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_960/image.jpg
https://www.cp24.com/polopoly_fs/1.4312393.1551139574!/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_960/image.jpg

2/26/2019

TOP VIDEOS

FOR THE
PEOPLE

Elliott announces
health 'Super Agency

LOCAL NEWS

Warrant issued for arrest of
suspect in fatal Rexdale
shooting

UPDATED Province announces new
Ontario Health super agency and co-
ordinated health teams

UPDATED More snow on the way for
Toronto Wednesday

SPORTS NEWS

1 ¥ 1 e =
Bt g ol it —

2 3
o

Source: Toronto reaches
agreement in principle to
get Alejandro Pozuelo from
Genk

BMO Field has new grass but playing in

February still a groundskeeping
challenge

Tavares, Matthews, Gauthier score three

quick goals as Leafs down Sabres 5-3

location in China

baby zebra

WORLD NEWS

India strikes inside
Pakistan after deadly
Kashmir attack

Brexit: Parliament to decide between no

deal and delay

Big welcome in Hanoi for Trump, Kim
and new nuclear talks

R. Kelly signs autographs
at McDonald's, visits cigar
bar after release

Seinfeld sues California classic car
dealer over '58 Porsche

Sound mixer Paul Massey on reaching
Oscar glory with 'Bohemian Rhapsody'

Personalization to Ford's van would cost taxpayers $50K, document suggests | CP24.com

REAL ESTATE NEWS

Toronto home sales see
small uptick in January as
prices continue to go up

Ontario may allow disclosure of prices in
real estate bidding wars

Liberals looking to make home-buying
more affordable for millennials: Morneau

LIFESTYLE NEWS

Toronto Zoo welcomes
baby Grevy’s zebra

Huawei exec pokes fun at US spying,
Snowden at tech show

SEC wants Tesla CEO Elon Musk held in
contempt for tweeting

https://www.cp24.com/news/personalization-to-ford-s-van-would-cost-taxpayers-50k-document-suggests-1.4312001

3/5


https://www.cp24.com/video?clipId=1621053
https://www.cp24.com/video?clipId=1621053
https://www.cp24.com/video?clipId=1621236
https://www.cp24.com/video?clipId=1621236
https://www.cp24.com/video?clipId=1621066
https://www.cp24.com/video?clipId=1621066
https://www.cp24.com/news/warrant-issued-for-arrest-of-suspect-in-fatal-rexdale-shooting-1.4313656
https://www.cp24.com/news/warrant-issued-for-arrest-of-suspect-in-fatal-rexdale-shooting-1.4313656
https://www.cp24.com/news/province-announces-new-ontario-health-super-agency-and-co-ordinated-health-teams-1.4312847
https://www.cp24.com/weather/more-snow-on-the-way-for-toronto-wednesday-1.4312940
https://www.cp24.com/world/india-strikes-inside-pakistan-after-deadly-kashmir-attack-1.4312859
https://www.cp24.com/world/india-strikes-inside-pakistan-after-deadly-kashmir-attack-1.4312859
https://www.cp24.com/world/brexit-parliament-to-decide-between-no-deal-and-delay-1.4313030
https://www.cp24.com/world/big-welcome-in-hanoi-for-trump-kim-and-new-nuclear-talks-1.4312890
https://www.cp24.com/news/toronto-home-sales-see-small-uptick-in-january-as-prices-continue-to-go-up-1.4284822
https://www.cp24.com/news/toronto-home-sales-see-small-uptick-in-january-as-prices-continue-to-go-up-1.4284822
https://www.cp24.com/news/ontario-may-allow-disclosure-of-prices-in-real-estate-bidding-wars-1.4277036
https://www.cp24.com/news/liberals-looking-to-make-home-buying-more-affordable-for-millennials-morneau-1.4264293
https://www.cp24.com/sports/source-toronto-reaches-agreement-in-principle-to-get-alejandro-pozuelo-from-genk-1.4313516
https://www.cp24.com/sports/source-toronto-reaches-agreement-in-principle-to-get-alejandro-pozuelo-from-genk-1.4313516
https://www.cp24.com/sports/bmo-field-has-new-grass-but-playing-in-february-still-a-groundskeeping-challenge-1.4313122
https://www.cp24.com/sports/toronto-maple-leafs-news/tavares-matthews-gauthier-score-three-quick-goals-as-leafs-down-sabres-5-3-1.4312660
https://www.cp24.com/entertainment-news/r-kelly-signs-autographs-at-mcdonald-s-visits-cigar-bar-after-release-1.4313300
https://www.cp24.com/entertainment-news/r-kelly-signs-autographs-at-mcdonald-s-visits-cigar-bar-after-release-1.4313300
https://www.cp24.com/entertainment-news/seinfeld-sues-california-classic-car-dealer-over-58-porsche-1.4313086
https://www.cp24.com/entertainment-news/sound-mixer-paul-massey-on-reaching-oscar-glory-with-bohemian-rhapsody-1.4312850
https://www.cp24.com/news/toronto-zoo-welcomes-baby-grevy-s-zebra-1.4312907
https://www.cp24.com/news/toronto-zoo-welcomes-baby-grevy-s-zebra-1.4312907
https://www.cp24.com/world/huawei-exec-pokes-fun-at-us-spying-snowden-at-tech-show-1.4312871
https://www.cp24.com/news/sec-wants-tesla-ceo-elon-musk-held-in-contempt-for-tweeting-1.4312855

2/26/2019 Personalization to Ford's van would cost taxpayers $50K, document suggests | CP24.com

CcP24
@CP24

Wilson-Raybould to speak to justice committee Wednesday
afternooncp24.com/news/wilson-ra...

https://www.cp24.com/news/personalization-to-ford-s-van-would-cost-taxpayers-50k-document-suggests-1.4312001 4/5


https://t.co/DeDTM4Ety0
https://twitter.com/CP24
https://twitter.com/CP24
https://twitter.com/CP24/status/1100493991391514625/photo/1

2/26/2019
L]
=% CP24 Toronto's Breaking =% CP24 Toronto's Breaking
News News
11 minutes ago 45 minutes ago
The motion sees the current 11 a.m. rule Former Guantanamo Bay detainee
be moved up to 9 a.m. on Saturdays and Omar Khadr is asking Alberta's youth
Sundays to accommodate the city’s court to declare his eight-year sentence
burgeoning brunch crowd. expired.

CP24.COM CP24.COM

City council approves proposa... Omar Khadr wants prison sent...
Toronto city council has voted in favou...
10 39 21
17 2 3 °
o Share
= Twitter
o Share ) = Facebook
= Twitter u Tinkedin
= Facebook CP24 T s Breaki
» LinkedIn - oronto's Breaking
- e News
=, CP24 Toronto's Breaking 2 hours ago
News Police are warning people not to hop
8 hours ago from moving ice floes in Lake Ontario

The provincial government is after video circulating online shows a

Personalization to Ford's van would cost taxpayers $50K, document suggests | CP24.com

Use of this Website assumes acceptance of Terms & Conditions and Privacy Policy

©2019 BE"MediG Al rights reserved.

https://www.cp24.com/news/personalization-to-ford-s-van-would-cost-taxpayers-50k-document-suggests-1.4312001

5/5


http://www.bellmedia.ca/bell-media-website-terms-conditions/
https://support.bell.ca/Billing-and-Accounts/Security_and_privacy/How_does_Bell_respect_my_privacy
http://www.bellmedia.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQr1dDpo3ROvmXo82bJ1-EA_OBqaeHwjti78jX95vDl6N-z-fPQf9KTzCieUzo5A5w
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574798092623734
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574798092623734
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574798092623734
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCP24Toronto%2Fposts%2F1574798092623734&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=post
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cp24.com%2Fnews%2Fcity-council-approves-proposal-allowing-restaurants-to-serve-alcohol-earlier-on-weekends-1.4313629&h=AT0HPjLC-FDKS8N6HNS_ACrolhqDTJDvgR6aYZ0NsMy7m_IKlolhBO0NUhPEde--HqfZEAmzhAyvfrAPVswCPBR1FCxXjwVL1aJebY8jieQ_KhZkyHHS07dx5m5V9IWFztdZ3xkyWINseQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cp24.com%2Fnews%2Fcity-council-approves-proposal-allowing-restaurants-to-serve-alcohol-earlier-on-weekends-1.4313629&h=AT3zuGSQNrpm-YJrAgvkpkGwT1bwGcV7mhfda0RbNfCPJXG2a8r-gLfxrSRpMyLTmKT9Cq_U1XMVmGoOpSo13MN_48OvnYwz-iO-JR_a46fOwjblI15ZCKJ8WhjzgvAkLJkUyYEYk69nsXhS7wnAF7Q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cp24.com%2Fnews%2Fcity-council-approves-proposal-allowing-restaurants-to-serve-alcohol-earlier-on-weekends-1.4313629&h=AT1Uv3e8_IQ_e9R_oVAZwvNug1LdJPJHix04kRFGhBKD26awWcn35cv78e3QZIv4qMS7bIyjKhV4JCMvjjPrA5Fr_6xx1XnQzHkfPIJHHwqse_vkTAigJInsi8hcKRD43NdytFrVbhQ5kA
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARTR3SeQFJRel3p-kdaB3vmT1KB5xGOXTeifrrwM8uegwG7STZ5XtAmVZ8VZ8EmJGRw
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574763342627209
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574763342627209
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574763342627209
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCP24Toronto%2Fposts%2F1574763342627209&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=post
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cp24.com%2Fvideo%3Fcid%3Dsm%253Atrueanthem%253Acp24%253Apost%26clipId%3D1620973%26utm_campaign%3DtrueAnthem%253A%2BTrending%2BContent%26utm_content%3D5c759ac81adf640001b8fd37%26utm_medium%3DtrueAnthem%26utm_source%3Dfacebook&h=AT3uMAIeF4HhIYYL_zJSQYOkM9mxsUrhGo7Qdz8Tu6pnlMi35lmtwO3lgF0eRwV-BJa3YfCS4U5tK9wkR41FD_CPrpoURa3dy9xO8CRf8im2zDS9_cnRG2bt7zkdbPDdZ9r0HpuP3Au2vw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cp24.com%2Fvideo%3Fcid%3Dsm%253Atrueanthem%253Acp24%253Apost%26clipId%3D1620973%26utm_campaign%3DtrueAnthem%253A%2BTrending%2BContent%26utm_content%3D5c759ac81adf640001b8fd37%26utm_medium%3DtrueAnthem%26utm_source%3Dfacebook&h=AT3J-tmIT8Qz5An3HQSPM5EvGlmhxNtUzmnv42jH_Uj0eB1IjcXdac8mf4SB2K5X9f4AG6MCGUOQpwKL6vkkTN4a1Uh9ih88yiZZGEc6mm0-PhE316eGTgzUpLlGE7gbxxaXxGG7pFin-s8YoxPtLxA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cp24.com%2Fvideo%3Fcid%3Dsm%253Atrueanthem%253Acp24%253Apost%26clipId%3D1620973%26utm_campaign%3DtrueAnthem%253A%2BTrending%2BContent%26utm_content%3D5c759ac81adf640001b8fd37%26utm_medium%3DtrueAnthem%26utm_source%3Dfacebook&h=AT3wxVUFhQv5dWkFzFnZahrgBQbAjdOns0g9uSafltqDfQ2ctaQSPbIVvHt_WjywB32S9sztzrWze0k-LE1X2bAh0trPk9nXKEE81gFPrsdrNe03sJurZn6A3FWn1K81RcH8NgZltrvvnw
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARTUXajnmHA-Hph0lp19hnJFhp-xXmekYmikmlg12bOPhvzULbhQ-wv967_VDUSlnfs
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574625022641041
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574625022641041
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQGgbtkMp8Gw8LS6oronfkpeydZbbuwWYsp2YzXyJhXEq6HmQ1WNjKjIlB1QlhNC0Q
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574551619315048
https://www.facebook.com/CP24Toronto/posts/1574551619315048

